A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
to the daughter of the Earl of Gloucester. Lancaster again
took arms, and by 1321 had driven the new favourite and his
father out of the country, but Edward had the good fortune
to capture Lancaster in the next year, 1322; he had him tried
by his peers and put to death at Pontefract—the worst of the
treason with which he was charged being that he had conspired
with the Scottish enemies of the English Crown.
Mortimer and Isabella. Among the powerful nobles of
the West was one Roger de Mortemer (Mortimer), a Lord of
the Marches of Wales, who held the castle of Wigmore, and
was a rival to and enemy of the Despensers.1 This man had
become the lover of the Queen, Isabella, who now hated the
King. The younger Edward, the heir, now in his fourteenth
year, had been sent over to France to pay his allegiance to the
French Bong as suzerain of the Plantagenet provinces in the
south. Edward had imprisoned Mortimer, but when the
Queen had gone over to France herself in 1325, to the court of
her brother, the King, at Paris, Mortimer got away and joined
her. In the autumn of the next year, 1326, Isabella came
back, as her husband had entreated her to do; but she came
back in open rebellion—she landed at Orwell, in Suffolk,
which was then a great port, and brought her lover with her.
The rebel nobles supported her, and among others—what was
very important—the Plantagenet of the younger branch, Thomas
of Brotherton, who was Earl of Norfolk and Earl-Marshal—
that is, the titular head of the fighting forces of England.
The Earl-Marshaldom and the Title of Norfolk. It is
here necessary to digress a moment, as we approach the origins
of a family which is going to play a great part in English history,
counting for generations as a sort of half-royalty: the Howards.
Edward I had married twice. His first wife was Eleanor of
Castile, by whom he had Edward II: his second wife was a
princess of France, Margaret by name, by whom he had a son,
Thomas, born at Brotherton, and therefore called Thomas of
Brotherton. Thomas was thus half-brother to Edward II.
Him his father made Earl of Norfolk and Earl-Marshal: that
is, official commander of the armed forces in time of war.
He it was now, in 1326, a young man twenty-six years of age,
1 The Mortimers did not take their name from the Dead Sea, in Palestine,
m the Crusades, but from a stagnant pond in east Normandy. They held
Ike Welsh Marches soon after the Conquest.
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